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Via Domitia. 

120 BC, the proconsul Cneius Domitius 

Ahenobarbus who came to annex the 

region, undertook the construction of a 

vast road (from Cadix to Rome) that 

crossed all of Transalpine Gaul. Taking 

his name, this road was called : 



He also founded the Colonia Narbo 

Martius (Narbonne), the future capital of 

Provincia (the first Roman Province 

created outside of Italy) that became the 

Provincia Narbonensis (Narbonnaise) 

under the Emperor Augustus. 

 

Cneius Domitius also founded Forum 

Domitii, situated not far from the present 

village of Montbazin, near P®zenas. 
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The construction of ancient roads 

The Romans have proved for all 

their civil engineering works, 

knowledge and elaborate technique, 

using excellent sighting instruments.  
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In country areas, the road was just earth and not paved 

except in certain privileged sections (towns, fordsé) and 

the ruts, when these are visible, are only the consequence 

of heavy traffic. 
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Via Domitia in country areas,shown here  in the 
vine yards near the village of Pinet 

 
 
 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:DSCN7669.JPG


Stopping places 

Along the road, hostels (mansiones) were 

placed about every 30km, (about the 

distance travelled in one day), either as 

part of the villages that existed before the 

construction of the road or as new 

constructions. 

 

In between these, about every 15 km, 

relays and posts were established 

(mutationes) to rest the men and change 

the horses. 

 

From the Rhone to the Alps, all these 

stations have since been well identified : 
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  ç Table of Peutinger è the roman empire in 393 AC 

On this ancient map, we can find all the stations of our road, or of the roads of the whole empire. 
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The ógoblets de Vicarelloô are 

in the form of small milestones, 

9.5 to 15.3 cm high. 

They date from the period of 

Augustus. (1st c. AD) 

They provide vertical lists of the 

relay stations of the VIA 

DOMITIA, with the number of 

ómilesô that separate them, and 

the two terminal towns : Rome 

and Cadiz. 
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