
KARAG¥Z 
THE TURKISH SHADOW PLAY  

 



Karagºz (Black Eye) Shadow Play 
YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ϧ IŀŎƛǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ traditional Turkish shadow play taking its name from its 
main character YŀǊŀƎǀȊΦ The origin of the shadow plays is accepted as 
southeastern part of Asia .Turkish  traveller 9Ǿƭƛȅŀ 4ŜƭŜōƛ says that the play was 
first performed in the Ottoman palaces in the late 14th century. Some others say 
that this play came into Anatolia after Yavuz Sultan Selim, who had conquered 
Egypt in 1517, had adopted shadow theatre and blended it into their culture and 
developed the first YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ƛƴ мтǘƘ century. 
 



        According to a legend, they were working as 
construction workers in a mosque in Bursa. Although 
their satiric jokes entertained other workers, it also 
held up the building of the mosque by their constant 
joking together. As a result, it made the Sultan very 
angry and anxious about whether Karagoz and Hacivat 
could encourage rebellion in others, so they were 
executed. The construction of the mosque was 
completed without them, but their friends did not 
forget them and kept their jokes alive, telling them 
over and over.   
 



         Lƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ŀƴŘ IŀŎƛǾŀǘ 
gained a new dimension and the traditional Turkish 
shadow puppet theatre was born. Their 
monumental tomb stands in Bursa today.  
       YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ϧ IŀŎƛǾŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 
entertainment of the Ottoman Period and it was 
widely performed for the public and in private 
houses between the 17th and 19th centuries 
especially during Ramadan, and at circumcisions, 
feast festivals, coffee houses and even in gardens.  



        YŀǊŀƎǀȊ play is played depending on the talent of an 
artist. Moving the design on curtain, voicing them, 
dialects or imitations are all made by the artist. The 
subjects ƻŦ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ plays are funny elements with 
double meanings, exaggerations, verbal plays, and 
imitating accents. There is always satire and irony.  
 
 



        A puppeteer and his assistant perform the play 
with puppets.These puppets with jointed limbs are 
generally made of animal skinThis is truly an art. 

        The puppeteer moves them with wires and he 
uses light to reflect the images of the puppets onto 
a curtain. 



       The main characters of the play 
ŀǊŜ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ŀƴŘ IŀŎƛǾŀǘΦ 

     ϝYŀǊŀƎǀȊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
morals and common sense, the 
ordinary man in the street, and 
he is straightforward and reliable. 
He is almost illiterate; usually 
unemployed and embarks on 
money earning projects that 
never work. He is often kind of 
rude. You can recognize him by  
his bald head and his black beard. 



        Hacivat is the opposite 
of him; he is educated 
in a Moslem theology 
school, speaks 
Ottoman Turkish and 
uses poetical and 
literary language. He's 
very clever as well. 



     YŀǊŀƎǀȊ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘǎΥ 

ÅMukaddime: Introduction  

ÅMuhavere: 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ŀƴŘ IŀŎƛǾŀǘ 

ÅCŀǎƤƭΥ Main plot 

Å.ƛǘƛǒΥ Conclusion 



ÅIntroduction. Hacivat sings a semai (different at each 
performance), recites a prayer, and indicates that he is 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ YŀǊŀƎǀȊΣ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ōŜŎƪƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
scene with a speech that always ends "Oh, for some 
ŀƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘΗϦΦ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎƛŘŜΦ 

ÅMuhavere: 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ŀƴŘ IŀŎƛǾŀǘ 

ÅCŀǎƤƭΥ Main Plot 

Å/ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ 
ŀƴŘ IŀŎƛǾŀǘΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ IŀŎƛǾŀǘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ 
that he has "ruined" whatever matter was at hand and has 
ϦōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴ ŘƻǿƴΣϦ ŀƴŘ YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ǊŜǇƭȅƛƴƎ Ϧaŀȅ 
my transgressions be forgiven." 

 



       The plot  of the  play:  
 
üEveryday  life  
üHumorous 
üPlaying with  words 
üMaking practical  jokes  
üQuick - witted  speeches 
üAlways an argument   

between  Karagºz and Hacivat  
üPublic morals 
üCommon sense 
 



ÅToday a limited number of artists continue 
the studies related to the art of Hacivat & 
YŀǊŀƎǀȊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Presidency of Turkey National Center of 
International Puppet and Shadow Play 
Union (UNIMA) and the Ministry of Culture. 


